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T HAD the honour to receive your letter of the 
17 th of November laft, in which, with Ibme 
■ exceptions, you are pleafed to confider fevour- 
ably the letter I have written on the afi^s- of 
France. I Ihall ever accept any mark of appro- 
bation, attended with inftruftion, with more 
pleafure than general and unqualified praifa. 
The latter can ferve only to flatter our vanity; 
the former, whilft it encourages us to proceed, 
may help to improve us in our progrefi. 

Some of the errors you point out to me in my 
printed letter are really fuch. One only I find 
to be material It is correded in the editioa 
which I take the liberty of &nding to you. As 
to the cavils which may be made on fome pare 
of my remarks, with r^ard to the gradationt 
in your new conftitution, you obferve juflly, 
B chat 
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that they do riot affeft the fubftance of my olv 
jciftions. Whether there be a round more or 
lelsinthe ladder of reprefentation, by which your 
■workmen afcfnd from their parochial tyranny to 
their federal anarchy, when die whole fcale is 
falfcj appears to me of little or no impor- 
tance. 

I publifhed my thoughts on that conftitution, 
that my countrymen might be enabled to efti- 
mate the wifdom of the |:Jans which were held 
out to their imitation. I conceived that the true 
character of thofe plans would be befl: colleded 
from the committee appointed to prepare them. 
I thought that the fcheme of their building would 
be better corpprehended in the defign of the ar- 
chitetSs than in the execution of the mafons. It 
was not worth my reader's while to occupy him- 
felf with the alterations by which bungling prac- 
tice correfts abfurd theory. Such an inveftiga- 
tion would be endlefs : bccaufe every day's paft 
experience of imprafticability has driven, and 
every day's future experience will drive, thofe 
men to new devices as ex(;eptionable as the old ; 
and which are no otherwife worthy of obferva- 
tion than as they give a dwly proof of the dclu- 
fion of their promifes, and the falfehood of their 
profeflions. Had I followed all thefe changes, 
my 
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my letter would have been only a gazette of ' 
their wanderings ; a journal of dieirmarch from' 
error to error, through a dry dreary delart, \in- 
guided by the lights trf" heaven, or by the con- 
trivance which wifdom has invented to fupply 
their place. 

I ani unalterably perfuaded, that the attempt 
to opprefc, degrade, impoverilh, confifcate, and 
cxtinguifh the original gentlemen, and landed 
property of an whole nation, cannot be jufti- 
fied under any forni it may aflume. I am fatif- 
ficd beyond a doubt, that the projeft of turn- 
ing a great empire into a veftry, or into a ■ col- 
leftion of vcftries, and of governing it in the 
^irit of a parochial adminiftratioh, is fenfelefs 
and abfurd, in any mode, or with any qualifica- 
tions. I can never be convinced, that the fcheme 
of placing the highcft powers of the ftate in 
- churchwardens and conftables, and other fuch 
officers, guided by the prudence of litigious 
attornies and Jew brokers, and let in a<5tion by 
fhamelefs women of die ioweft coliditiofl, by 
keepers of hotels, taverns, and brothels, by pert 
apprentices, by clerks, Ihop-boys, hair-dreflers, 
fidlers, and dancers on the ftage, (who, in fuch 
a commonwealth as your's, will in fiiture over- 
bear,ai already thty have overborne, the fober in- 
B a capacity 
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Capacity of tkJl uninftrufted noen,of ufcfiil but la- 
borious occDpations) can never be put intt) any 
fhape, chat muft not be bodi difgraeeful and 
deftnuSive. The whole of diis project, even if ■ 
k were what it pretends to bc, and was not in 
reality the dominion, through that difgracefiil 
medium, of half a dozen, or perhaps fewer, in- 
triguing poliucians, is fo mean, fo low<minded, 
fo ftupid a contrivance, in point of wiidom, as 
well as fo perfeAlf dcteftable for its wickednefs, 
that I muft always oonfider the correftives which 
might make it in any degree prafticabJe, lo be 
fo many new objeftions to it. 

In that wretched ftate of things. Tome are 
ftfr£d diat the authors- of your miferies may be 
ted to precipitate thdr &rther defigos, by the 
hints they may receive from the very arguments 
u&d to cxpofe the abfurdity of their fyftem, to 
mark the incongruity of its parts, and its 
inconfiftency with their own principles) and 
that your maftere may be led to render their 
Ichemes mc^e c(»ififtent, by renderii^ them 
more ftiifchieyous. Excufe the liberty which 
your indulgence authc»ifes- me to take^ when I 
€bCcT?revo you, thu fuch i^prdienfions as iheie 
would prevent all exertion of our iacolties in 
dus great ca^ of maidoBd. 

Aralh 
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A tmfli rccourit; to fmx is not to be jutlified 
in a Hace of reai weakncls. Such atcempts bring 
on di^ace; andi in their j&ihtre, difcounK- 
«ance and diicourage more rational endeavours* 
But ra^on is to be hazarded, though it may b? 
perverted by craft and fophiftry; for reafon can 
fuiFer no lofs nor fhame, nor can it impede any 
uiefulplan of future poficy. In the unavoidable 
uncertainty, as to the eSkd:, which attends on 
. every meafure of human prudence, nothing feems 
a furer antidote to the poifon of fraud than its 
detetSion. It is true the fraud may be fwal- 
lowed after this difcovcryj and perhaps even 
fwaliowed the more greedily for being a detcded 
fi^ud. Men fomedmes make a point of honour 
■not to be difabufcd ; and they had rather fall into 
an hundred errors than confcfs one. ' But after 
all, — when neither our principles nor our dif- 
pofitions, nor, perhaps, our talents, enable us to 
encouMer delufion with delufion, we muft ufe 
our beft reafon to thofc that ought to be reafon- 
able creatures, and to take our chance for the 
event. We cannot a£t on thde anomalies in 
the minds of men. I do not conceive that dw 
perfons who have- contrived thcfe things can 
be made moeh the better or the wwfc for 
any thing which can be faid to them. 7^ 
Bj are 
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are rcaibn proof Here and there, fomc men, 
who were at firft carried away by wild good 
intentions, may be led, when ih^ir firft fervors 
are abated, to join in a fobcr fuJvey oif the 
fchemes into which they have been deluded. 
To thofe only (and I am forty to fay they arc 
not likely to make a large dcfcription) wo 
apply with any hope. I may fpeak it upon an 
affurance almoft approaching to abfolutc know- 
ledge, that nothing has been done that has not 
been contrived from the beginning, even before 
die Hates had aflcmbled. Nulla nova mibi res 
inopinave Jurgit. They are the fame men and 
the fame defigos that they were fix>m the firft, . 
though varied in their appearance. It was the 
very fame animal that at firft crawled about in die 
fliape of a caterpillar, that you how fee rife into 
the air, and expand his wings to the fun. 

Proceeding, tlierefore, as we are obliged to 
proceed, that is upon an hypothefis that we addrefs 
rational men, can falfe political principles be more 
efFeftually expofed, than by demonftrating that 
they lead to confequences diredly inconfiftent 
widi andfubverfiveofthe arrangements ground- 
ed upon them ? If this kind of demonftration (s 
not permitted, the ptocefs of reafoning called 
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^duSfio ad abfurdum, which even the feverity of 
geometry does not rejed, could not be empioyr 
ed at all in legiflacive difcuflions. One of our 
ftrongeft weapons againft folly aifting with autho- 
rity, would be loft. 

You know. Sir, that even the virtuous efforts 
of you patriots to prevent the ruin of your coun- 
try have had this very turn given to them. It 
has been faid here, and in France too, that the 
reigning ufurpers would not have carried their . 
tyranny to fuch deftruifUye lengths, if they had : 
no: been ftimulated and provoked to it by the 
acrimony of your oppofition. There is a dilem- 
ma to which every oppofition to fuccefsfial ini- 
quity rnuft, in the nature of things, .be liable. 
If you liefl:ill,you are confidered as an accomplice 
in the meafures in which you fitently acquiefce. 
If you refift, you are accufed of provoking ir-^ 
ritable power to new exceffes. The conduift (if 
a lofing party never appears right : at leaft it 
never can poflefs the only infallible criterion of . 
wifdom to vulgar judgments —fuccefs. 

The indulgence of a fort of undefined hope, 
an obfcure confidence, that fome lurking re- 
mains of virtue, foipe degree of ihame, might 
exift in the breafts Qf the oppreffors of France, 
has becq among the caufes which have helped to 
B 4. bring 
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lining on the commcni ruin of king and people^ 
There is no lafcty for honeft men, but by beUcv- 
ing all poffible evil of evil men, and by acting 
with promptitude, dccifion, and fteadinels on 
that belief. I well remember, at every epocha of 
dijs wondcrfiil hiftory, in every fcen'e of this 
tragic bufinefs, that when your fophiftic ufur- 
pers were laying down milchievous princijjes, 
and even applying them in direft refohidons, it 
was the falhion to fay, that they never intended 
to execute thofe declarations in their rigour. 
This made men cautious in their oppofition, and 
remils in early precaution. By holding out this 
fallacious hope; the impoftors deluded fome- 
dmes one.defcription of men, and fometimcs 
another, fo that no means of refiftance were pro- 
vided ^atnft them, when they came to execute 
in cruelty what they had planned in fraud. 

There are cafes in which a man would be 

afhamed not to have been impofed on. There 

is a confidence neceflary to human intercourfe, 

and without which men are often-more injured 

by their own fufpicions than they could be by 

the perfidy of others. But when men, whom 

j-wfe hioto to be wicked, ihipofe upon us, we arc 

'^.fomcthing worfe than dupes. When we know 

them> their Fair pretences become new motives 

4 for 



3.n.iized by Google 



( 9 ) 

for diflmft. There is one cafe, indeed, in whkji 
it would be madnefs not to give the fullefl: credit 
to the moft deceitHil of men, that is, when they 
make declaradons of hoftUicy againd: us. 

1 find, thanbme perfons entertain other hopes, 
■which I confefs appear more fpecious than thofc 
by which at firft: fo many were deluded and dif- 
armed. They flatter themfelves that the extrcmo 
mifery brought upon the people by their foUy, 
will at laft open the eyes of the muldtude, if not 
of their leaders. Much the contrary, I fear. A» 
to the leaders in this'JyHem of impofture,— yoa 
know, that cheats and deceivers never canr^aiL 
The fraudulent have no relbi^-ce but in fraud. 
They have no mher^oods in their magazine^ 
They have no virtue or wifdom in dieir minds, to 
■which, in a difappoiiitnnent concerning die pro- 
fitable effeds of fraud and cunning, they caa 
retreat. The wearing out of an ojd^ ferves only 
to put them upon the invention of a new dchi- 
fion. Unluckily too, the credulity of_dupes is 
aa inex haufti ble as the invention of knaves. They 
never ^ve pebple poffeffijuij but they always 
keep them in hope. 'Your ftate doftorsdonot 
fo much as pretend that any good whatfoever has 
hitherto been derived from their operations, or 
that the public has profpered in any one inftancc, 
under thnr management. The nation is fick> . 
very 
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very fick, by dicir medicines. But the eharlalan 
tells them that what is paft cannot be helped j — 
they have taken the draught, and they muft wait 
its operation with patience j— that the firft effefts 
indeed arc unplcafant, but that the very fick- 
nefs is a proof that the dofe is of no flug- 
gifli operation J— that ficknefs is inevitable in all 
conftitutional revolutions ; — that the body muft 
pals through pain to eafc ; — that the pretcribcr is 
not an tmpirick who proceeds by vulgar expe- 
rience, but one who grounds his pradice on 
*lhe fure rules of arr, which cannot poflibly fail. 
You have read Sir, the laft Manifcfto, or Moun- 
tebank's biU, of the National AlTembly. You 
fee their prefumption in their promifes is not 
leflencd by all their fmlures in the performance. 
Compare this laft addrefs of the Affembly, and 
the prcfent ftate of your affairs with the early en- 
gagements of that body; engagements which, 
not content with declaring, they folemnly de- 
pofed upon oath, fwcaring luftily that If they 
were fupported diey would make their country 
glorious and happy } and then jxidge whether thofe 
who can write fuch things, or thofe who can bear 

• It is faid in the laft quaekifh addrcfi of the National 
AITemhIy to the people of France ; that they have not 
formed iheir arrangements upon vulgar prafliee i bnt on a 
theory which cannot fiul, or fiimething to that eSefl. 

S to 
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to read them, art o( themfehes to be brought ta 
any reafonablc courfe of thought or action. 
. As to the people at large, when once thefc 
miferable iheep have broken the fold, and have 
got themfelves loofe, not from the reftraint, but 
from the proteftion of all the principles of na- 
tural authority, and legitimate fubordination, they 
became the natural prey of impoftors. When 
they have once tafted of the flattery of knaves, 
they can no longer endure reafon, which appears 
to them only in the form of cenfurc and reproach. 
Great diftrels has never hi therto taught, and 
■whilft the world lafts it never will teach, wile 
leflbns to any part of mankinHl Men are as 
much blinded by the extremes of mifery as by 
the extremes of profperity. Delperate fituations 
produce defperate councils, and dclperate mea- 
fures. The people of France, almoft generally, 
have been taught to look for other refource* 
than thofe which can be derived from order, 
-frugality, and induftry. They are generally 
armed i and they are made to expeft much 
from the ufe of arms. Nihil nmt arrogant arms. 
Befides this,~tKe retrograde order of fociety has 
fomething flattering to the difpofitions of man- 
kind. The life of adventurers, gamefters, gip- 
fles, beggars, and robbers, is not unpleafant. 
Jt requires reftraint to keep men from falling 
into 
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into that h^it. The fhiftiog tides of fear and 
hope, the flight and purfuit, the peril and efcapc, 
the alternate famine and feaft> of the favage and 
the thief, aiter a time, render all courfe of (low, 
fteady> prt^refllve, unvaried occupation, and the 
profpeft only of a limited mediocrity at the end 
of long labour, to the laft degree tame, languid, 
and iniipjd. V^Thofe who have been once in- 
taxicaxcd with power, and have derived any 
Jtind (rf emolument from it, even though but for 
one year, never can willingly abandon it.K. They 
may be diftrefied in the midft of all their power; 
but they will never look to any thing but power 
fcr their rehef. When did diftrefe ever oblige a 
prince to abdicate his authority ? And what 
efieft will it have upon thofe who are made 
to believe themfelves a people of princes ? 

The more affive and ftirring part of the 
Jower orders having got government, and the 
diflribution of plunder, into their hands, they will 
ufe its refources in each municipality to form 
a body of adherents. Thefe rulers, and their 
adherents, will be ftrong enough to overpower 
the difcontents of thofe who have not been able 
to aflert their {hare of the fpoil. The unfor- 
tunate adventurers in the cheating lottery of 
plunder will probably be the leaft fagacious, or 
the mofl ina^ve and irrefolute of the gang. 
If, 
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I^ on dirappointmcnt, they ftiould dare to (Hr, 
they will foon be fupprcfTed as rebels and muti- 
aeers by their brother rebels. Scantily &d fbf 
a while, with the ofial of plunder, they will 
drop off by degrees ; they will be driven out of 
fight, and out of thought; and they will be 
kfi to periih obfcurely, like rats, in holes and 
comers. 

From- the forced repentance of invalid muti- 
neers and difbanded diieves, you can hope for 
no refource. '••■ Government itfelf, which ought 
to conftrain the inore bold and dextrous of 
thefe robbers, 1% their accomplice. Its arms, 
its treafures, its all, are in their hands. Judi- 
cature, which above all things (hould awe them, 
is their creature and their inftrument. Nothing 
feems to me to render your internal fituation 
more dcfperate than this one circumflancc of the 
ftate of your judicature. Many days are not 
paft fince wc have feen a fet of men brought 
forth by your rulers for a moft critical flinftion. 
Your rulers brought forth a fet of men, fteaming 
from the Iweat and drudgery, and all black with 
the fmoak and foot of the forge of confifcation 
and. robbery — arde?tiis ms^a fuli^e lippesj a fet 
of men brought forth from the trade of ham- 
mering arms of proofi offenfive and dcfcnfivc. 
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in aid of the enterprizes, and for die fubfequcIIC 
proteftion of houlebreakers, murderers, trators,; 
arid malefaftors ; men, who had their minds fea- 
foned with theories perfectly conformable to their 
praftice, and who had always laughed at pof- 
feflion and prefcription," and defied all the 
fundamental maxims of jurifprudence. To the 
horror and ftupefaftion cf all the honcft part 
of this nation, and indeed of all nations who . 
are fpeftators, we have feen, on the credit of 
thole very praftices and principles, and to carry 
tiiem further into effeft, thefe very mxn placed 
on the facred leat of juftice in the capital city of 
your late kingdom. We fee, that in future, 
you are to be deftroyed with more form and re- 
gularity. This is not peace ; it is only the in- 
troduftion of a fort of difcipline in their hoftility. 
Their tyranny is complete, in their juftice ; and 
their lanthom is not half fo dreadful as their 
court. 

One would think that out of common de- 
cency diey would have given you men who had 
not been in the habit of trampling upon law 
and juftice in the aflembly, neutral men, or 
men apparendy neutral, forjudges, who are to 
difpofe of your lives and fortunes. 

Cromwell, when he attempted to legalize his 

power, and to fettle his conquered country in a 

ftate 
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' 4tate of order, did not look for his difpenfers of 
juftice in the inftrutnents of his ufurparion. 
Quite the contrary. He fought out with great 
follicitude and felciftion, and even from the party 
moll oppofite: to his defigns, men of weig ht, 
and decorum of charafter ; men unljained with 
the violence of the times, and with hands not 
fouled with con6fcation" and facrilegc : for he 
cholean Hales forliiT chief juftice, though he 
abfolutely refufed to take his civic oaths, or to 
make any acknowledgment whatfoever of the 
l^ality of his government. Cromwell told 
this great lawyer, that fince he did not approve 
his title, all he required of him was, to adminif- 
ter, in a manner agreeable to his pure fentimcnts 
and unfpotted charaftcr, that juftice without 
which human focicty cannot fubfift : that it was 
not his particular government, but civil order 
itfetf, which as a judge he wiflied him to fupport. 
Cromwell knew how to leparate the inftitutions 
expedient to his ufurpation from the adminiftra- 
tion of the public juftice of his country. For 
Cromwell was a man in whom ambition had not 
wholly fupprefled, but only fufpended the fenti- 
mcnts of religion, and the love (as far it could 
confift with his defigns) of fair and honourable 
reputation. Accordingly, we are indebted to 
this a£t of his for the pre fervati op of our laws, 
which 
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which fome fenfclefs affertors of the rights of 
men were then on the point of entirely erafing^ 
IS rdicks of feudality and barbarifm. Befides, 
he gave in the appointment of that manj to that 
age, and to all pofterity, the moft brilliant ex- 
ample of fmcere and fervent piety, exaft juftice. 
and profound jurifprudcncc *. But thefc are not 
the things in which youf philofophic ufurpers 
choofe to follow Cromwell. 

One would tlunk, that after an honeft and ne- 
ccflary Revolution (if they had a mind that 
theirs fliould pals for fuch) your matters would 
have imitated the virtuous policy of thofe who 
■ have been at the head of revolutions of that 
glorious charafter. Burnet tells us, that no- 
thing tended to reconcile the Englilh nation to 
the government of King William fo much as 
the care he took to fill the vacant biihoprics 
with men who had attracted the public efteem 
by their learning, eloquence, and piety, and 
above all, by their known moderation in tlK 
ftate. With you, in your purifying Revolu- 
tion, whom have you chofen to regulate the 
church ? Mr. Mirabeau is a fine fpeaker — and 
a fine writer, — and a fine — a very fine .man;— 
but really nothing gave more furprize to every 

* See Bornet's life of Hales. 

body 
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body here, than to find him the fupreme head 
of your ecclefiaftical a^irs. The rdt is of courfCi 
Your AlTembly addrelTes a manifeAo to France 
in which diey tell the people, with an infulting 
irony, that they have brought the church to its 
primitive condition. In one refpeft their de- 
claration is undoubtedly true; for they have 
brou^t it to a ftate of poverty and perfeoition* 
"What can be hoped for after this ? Have not 
men (if they deferve the name) under this new 
hope and head of the church, been made bi> 
jQiops,- fcH- no other merit than having afted as 
inftnuhents of atheilb ; for no other merit than 
hsving thrown the children's bread to dogs i and 
in order to gorge the whole gang ofufurersf 
pedlarsj and itinerant Jew-difcountcrs at the 
comer* of ftreets, ftarved the poor of their 
Chrlftian.flockSf and their own brother paftors ? 
Hare ndt fuch men beeil made bifhops to ad- 
minifter in templesj in which (if the patriotic 
donations hare not already ibipped them of their 
TclTcIs) the churchwardens ought to take fccurity 
for the altar plate, and not fo miich as to truft 
the chalice in dieir facrilegious hands> fo long as 
Jews have -afflgnats on ecclefiaftic plunder, to 
exchange for the fflver flolea &om churches? 

C I am 
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I am told, that the very Tons of /iich Jew- 
jobbers have been made bifhopsj perfons not to 
be fiilpeifted of any fort of Cbrijiidn fuperftition, 
fit colleagues to the holy prelate of Autun j and 
bred at the feet of that Gamaliel. We know 
who it was that drove the money-changers out 
of the temple. Wc fee too who it is that brings 
them in again. We have in London very re- 
lpe£table perfons of the Jewilh- nation, whom we 
Will keep; but we have of the fame tribe others 
of a very different defcription, — houfebrfeakerr, 
and receivers of ftolen goods, and forgen # 
paper currency, more than we can conveniemiy 
hang. Thefe we can fpare lo France, to fill tJit 
new epifcopal thrones : men'weir verfed iii fwfe*-'- 
ingi and who will fcruple no oadi which the-fef* 
tile genius of any of your reformers cwi de-"- 
vifc. 

In matters la ridiculous, it j& hard to be gr*«e. 
On a view of their confequonces it is aimoll: 
inhuman to treat them lightly^ To what a ftate 
.■of favage, ftupid, fervilc infenfibility muftyow 
peopie be reduced, who can endure fuch proV 
teedings in their church, their ftatCj and ■their 
judicature, even for a moment! But the de- 
luded people of France- ace like othfr madftica, 
Jlho^ to a miracle, bear hunger, and thirft, and 
cold, - 
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' coldj and confinement, and the chidAs and lalh 
of their keeper, wliilft all the whilt they fop- 
p6rt themfelres by the imaginatkJh that they ire 
gtnerals of armies, prophets, kings, and em- 
perors. As to a change of mind in thefe men, 
who confider infamy as honour, degradation as 
preferment, bondage to low tyrants as liberty, 
and'the prafEHcal fcom ahd c<»itumely of thdr 

■ upftart matters, as marks of reijjed and homage, 
" J look upon it as abfolutely impraAicable. Thefe 

madmen, to be cured, muft firilj like other 
Hjsdmen, be fubdued. The found part of the 
community, which I believe to be targe, but by 
-no means the largeft part, haa been taken by 
■fiffprize, ^rtd is disjointed, terrified, and dif- 
• arm^d% That fctuad part of the community 
-miilt 'firft be put iiRO a better condition, befote 
it 'can do any thing in the way of ^de^bcracion or 

■ pt^^on. This mirfk be an a6t 'of powerj as 
■.Well as ef wiidom? of power, in the hands 6f 
.firrnVdeterhiined patriots,' who -tan dUUnguifh 
-ffit frfiflfed from traitors, who -^H regulate the 
-ffat^ ^if fuch fttoGld be their fortune) wirfi 
-a" t6fc*iminftting, rrwnly, and provident mer- 
cy, ''ftiin who are purged of the furfcit 
and^ihdigeftioii of lyftems, if ever' they ^vc 

'beefi admitted into the habit of their mindsj 

■men who will lay thtt foundation of a real rc« 

C 2 form. 



.vXioogic 



( «o ) 
ftrm, in effacing every veftige of that pHhfo^ 
phy which pretends to have -made difcovcrics in 
. the terra eufiralis of moralitjr ; men Vfho wiU 
fix the ftate upon thefe bafes of morals ^md po- 
litics, which are our old, and immemorial, and, 
I hope, will' be our eternal poflelBon. 

This power, to fuch men, muft come £t>ni 
teitbeut. It may be given to you in pity? for 
furely no oati(»i ever called fo pathetically on 
the compaOion of all its nei^bours. It may be 
given by thofe neighbours on motives of fafety 
to thcmiy ves. Never fhall 1 think any country 
. in Europe to be feoire, whiUt there is eltabliflied, 
in the very centre of it, a ftate (if fo it may |)e 
called) founded on principles of anarchy, and 
which is, in reality, a college of armed fanatics, 
for the propagation of the principles of alTaf* 
fLoation, robbery, rebellion, fraud, ^ftionj c^- 
preBion, and impiety. Mahomet, lud, as for a rime 
' he was, in the bottom of the fands of Arabi^f 
had his fpirit and ch^aAer been difcovered, 
would have been an object of precaurion to pro- 
evident minds. What if he had ere&xd his &- 
naric ftandard for the deftrudion of die ChriJ^ 
. tijui religion in luce Afiat in the rnidH of the then 
^oon-day fplendour of the then civilized wwld ? 
The princes of Europe, in the beginning of thb 
century, did well not to fuffqr the monarchy of 
... France 
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France W fwallow up the others. They ought 
not now, in my opinion, to fufltr all the mo- 
narchies and commonwealths to be fwallowed up 
in the gulph of this polluted anarchy. They 
may be tolerably fafe at prefent, bccaufe the 
comparative power of France for the pre- 
lent is little. But times and occaQons make . 
dangers. Inteftine troubles may arife in other 
countries. There is a power always on the 
watch, qualified and difpofed to profit of every 
conjundure, to eftablilh its own principles and 
modes of mifchiefj wherever it can hope for 
fuccefs. What mercy would thefe ufurpers have 
on other fovcreigns, and on other nations, when 
^ey treat their own king with fuch unparalleled 
indignities, and fo cruelly opprefs their own 
Countrymen? 

The king of Pruffia, in concurrence with us, 
nobly interfered to fave Holland from confufion. 
The faoie power, joined with the refcued Hol- 
land and with Great Britain, has put the em- 
peror in the poflcflion of the Netherlands ; and 
fccured; under that prince, from all arbitrary in- 
novation, the ancient, hereditary conftitution of 
thofe provinces. The chamber of Wetzlar has 
reftored the Biffiop of Leige, unjuftly difpoflelT- 
ed by the rebellion of his fubjefts, The king 
Cj of 
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or Prufli?; was bound by no treaty, upr gUi- 
ance of blood, nor had any particular |-e^on»' 
for tbinlfLing the emperor's government would 
be more miichievous or more oppreffive to hu-i 
man nature thv» that of the Turk j yet on 
mere nwtive? of policy thv prince h^ in- 
terpofed with tlie threat of all his force, to 
fnatch even the Turk frojiti the pounces of 
the imperial eagle. If this is done in favour of 
a. barbarous nation, with a barbarous negle(5); 
of police, fatal to the human race, in fayouf 
of a nation, by principle in eternal enmity 
fyich the Qhriltian name; a nation which will 
not fo mu,ch as give the falutation of peace 
(Salam) to any of us; nor make any pact 
with any Chriftian natipn beyond a truce ; — if 
this be done in favour of the Turk, (hall it 
be thought either impolitic, ox unjuft, or y;i-i 
charitable, to employ the fame pqwer, to refcue 
from captivity a virtuous monarch (by the 
courtefy of Europe confidcred as Moft Chrifti^) 
who, after an intermiflion of 175 years, had 
called together the ftates of his kingdom, to re- 
form abufes, to eftablilh a free government, 
and to ftre^gthen his thrfinet a monarch, who. 
at the very- putfet, without force, even widiout 
fpUicitation, had g^ven \q his peopi,? fuch a, 
Magna 
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^|agna Charta of privileges, as neyer was given 
by any king to any fubjefts ? — Is it to be tamely 
borne by kings who love their fubjefts, or by 
fubjefts who love theif kings, that this monarch, 
in the midft of thefe gracious afts, was info- 
lently and cruelly torn from his palace, by; 
a gang of traitors and alHalTins, and kept in clofe 
prifon to this very hour, whilft his royal name 
and facred charafter were ufed for the total ruin 
of thofe whom the laws had appointed him, 
to protedt ? 

The only offence of this unhappy monarch 
towards his people, was his attempt, under a 
monarchy, to give them a free conftitudon. For 
this, by an example hitherto- unheard of in 
the world, he has been depofed. It might well 
difgrace fovereigns to take part with a depofed 
tyrant. It would fuppole in them avitious fym- 
pathy. But not to make. a common caufewith 
a juft prince, dethroned by traitors and rebels, 
who profcribe, plunder, confifcate, and in every 
way cruelly opprefs their fellow citizens, in my 
opinion is to forget what is due to the honour, 
and to the rights of all virtuous and legal 
government, 

I think the king of France to be as much an 

objeift both of policy and compafTion as the 

C 4 Grand 
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Grand Seignor or his ftates. I do not conceive, 
that the total a{uiihiladon of France (if that coul4 
be effected) is 4 defirable thing to Europe i 
or even to this ifs rival nation. Provident 
patriots did not think it good for Rome, that 
even Carthage ihould be quite deftroyed j and 
he was a wife Greek, wile for the general 
Grecian interefts, as well as a brave Lacedemo- 
nian enemy, and generous conqueror, who did 
not wifh, by the deftruftion of Adiens, to plucl; 
out the other eye of Greece, 

However, Sir, what I have here faid of the 
interference of foreign princes is only the opinion 
of a private individual} who is neither the re- 
prefentatiyc of any ftate^ nor the organ of any 
party ; but who thinks himfelf bound to exprefi 
his own fentiments with freedom and energy 
in a criGs of fuch importance to the whole humatt 
race. 

' I am not apprehenfivc that in fpeaking freely 
on the fubjeft of the King and Queen of France, 
I Jhall accelerate (as you fear) the execution of 
traiterous deligns againft them. You are of 
opinion. Sir, that the ufurpers may, and that they 
will, gladly lay hold of any pretext to throw off 
die very name of a king;— affuredly I dp not 
y/'ifh ill to your king j but better for him hot to 
l'Y5 



3.n.iized by Google 



( »5 ) 

]tve (he does not mgn) than to live the pafllve 
jnftrument of tyranny and ufuipadon. 

1 certMnly meant to fliew, to the bcft of 
my power, that the exiftence of fuch an exe- 
cutive officer, in fuch a fyftem of republic as 
eheirsj is abfurd In the higheft degree. But in 
dcmonftradng this— to /btm, at leaft, I can have 
made no difcovery. They only held out die 
loyal name to catch thofe Frenchmen to whom 
die name of king is ftill venerable. They calcu- 
late the duration of that fenument; and when 
Aey find it nearly expiring, they will not trouble 
Aemfelves with excuffcs for extinguiftiing the 
name, as they have the thing. They ufed it as 
^ fort of navel-ftring to nourifli their unnatural 
offspring from the bowels of royalty itfeE Now 
(hat the monfter can purvey for its own fobfift- 
ence, it will only cafry the mark about it, as a 
token of its having torn the womb it came 
fsxxn, -Tyrants feldom want pretexts. Fraud 
is the ready minifter of injuftice ; and whilft the 
currency of falfe pretence and fophiftic realbmng 
was expedient to their defigns, they were under 
BO necefilty of drawing upon me to furnilh thern 
frith that coin. But pretexts and fophilins have 
^d their day ; and have done their work. The 
ufurpadoq 
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urui|>ation no longer feeks pkuTibUity. * It trufts 
to power. 

Nothing that I can iky, or that you can fiy, 
■will haften them by a fingle hourj in the execu- 
tion of a defign which they have long fince en- 
tertained. In fpite of their folemn declarations, 
their foothing addrefles, and the multiplied oaths. 
which they have taken, and forced others to 
take, they will anaflinate the king when his name 
will no longer be neceflary to their defigns i but 
not a moment fooner. They will probably firft 
aflaflinale the queen, whenever the renewed 
menace of fuch an aflaflination loles its effeft 
upon the anxious mind of an affectionate hufband.; 
At prefent, the advantage which they derive 
from the daily threats againft her life, is her only 
fecurity for preferving it. They keep their fo- 
vereign alive for the purpofe of exhibiting him, 
like feme wild beaft at a feir; as if they had a, 
■ 5aja&t in a cage. They choofe to make monar- 
chy contemptible by expofing it to derifion, in the 
perfoBofthe moft benevolent of their kings. 

In my opinion, their infolence appears mor^ 

odious even than their crimes. The horrors of 

the 5th and 6th of Oiftober were lefsdcteftable 

than the feftival of the 14th of July, There are 

Atuations 
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ficuat)on$ (Gpd forbid I Ihould think that of the 
5th and 6th of Odober one of them) in which "the 
belt men pnay be confounded with the wprft, and 
in the darknef^ and coofiifionj in the preis an4 
medley of fuch extremities, if may not be lb 
cafy to difcriminate the one. from th? other. 
The neceflities created, ev?n by ill ^efigns, have 
their excufe, They may. be forgotten by others, 
when the guilty themfelves donot choofc to 
cherifti their 'recolledioni and by ruminatmg 
.their ofFenceSj nourifh themfelves through the 
example of, their p^ft, to the perpetration of 
fiityre crimes. It is in the relaxation of fecurity, 
it is in the expanfion of proiperity, it is in the 
hour of dilatation of the heart, and of its foften- 
ing into feftivity and pleafure, that the real 
charaflrer of men is difcerned. If. there is any 
good in them, it appears then or never. Even 
wolves and tygers, when gorged with their prey, 
are fafe and gentle. It is at fuch times that 
floble minds give all the reins to their good-na- 
ture. They indulge their genius even to intem- 
perance, in kindnefs to the affiidted, in generofity 
to the conquered) forbearing infuks, forgiving 
injuries, overpaying benefits. Full of dignity 
themfelves, they relpeft dignity in all, but they 
^el it facred in the unhappy. But it is then, and 
' balking 
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tnl&jng in the funfliine of unmerited fortune, 
that low, fordid, ungenerous, and reptile fouls 
^U with their hoarded poifons; it is then that 
they 4ifplay their odious fplendor, and niine out 
in the full luftre of their nadve vilHny and bafe- 
nefs. It is in that feafon that no man of fenfe or 
honour can be miftakcn for one of thcin. It 
was in fuch a feafon, for them of political eaie 
and fccuricy, tho' their people were but juft 
emerged from a6lua! famine, and were ready to 
be plunged info a gulph of penury and beggary, 
that your philofophic Iprds chofe, widi an 
oitentatious pomp and luxury, to feaft an in- 
credible number of idle and thoughtlefs people 
colleded widi art and pains, from all quarters of 
the world. They conftrufled a raft amphi- 
dieatre in which they rwfed a fpecies of* pillo^. 
On this pillory they fet their lawful king and 
queen, with an infulting figure over their h*ads. 
There diey expolcd thefe objcfls of pity and re^ 
Ipeft to all good minds, to the derilion of an 
unthinking and unprincipled multitude, dege- 
nerated even from the verfatile tendernefs which 
marks the irregular and capricious feelings of the 
populace. That their cruel infult might have 

* The pillory (caicao) in England U generally made 
veiy hi^Ii, like that riufed for cx^og the King of Frtnce. 

7 nothing 
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Tiotlung wanting to complete it, they choft the 
annivcrfary of that day in which they cxpoied 
the life of their prince to the moft imminent 
dangers, and the vileft indignities,! juft following 
the inltant when the aflafllns,whom they had hired 
without owning, &t& openly took up arms agunft 
' dieir king, corrupted his guards, furprized his 
calUe, butchered fome of the poor invalids of 
his garnfon, murdered his governor, and, like 
wild beafts, tore to pieces the chief magiftrate 
of his capital city, on account of his fideli^ to 
his fervice. 

Till the juftice of the world is awakened, fuch 
as thefe will go on, without admonition, and 
. without provocation, to every extremity. Thofc 
who have made the exhibition of the 14th <^ 
July, are capable of every evil. They do not 
commit crimes for thar defigns ; but tfiey.fbrm 
defigns that they may commit crimes. It is tu>t 
their neceflity, but their nature, that impels them. 
They are modem philofophers, which when you 
fay (rf" them, you exprefs every thing that is ig- 
noble, lavage, and hard-hearted. 

Befides the fure tokens which are given 

by the fpirit of their particular arrangements, 

there are fiime charafteriftic lineaments in 

the general policy of your tumultuous dcf|)o- 

rifm. 
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tifm," which, ifi rfty opinioil, indicate btyond i 
dowbt that no fcvoluihjn whatfoercr i« tMr dij- 
'pojiiion istobe'eitpefted. Ifneart their fcheme of 
educating th6 riftng gerreration, the principies 
which diey intend to mftil, and the fympathies 
which they witfi~ to ftftn in eht mind, at tKe 
fealbn in which it y& the moft fufcepttt*;. Irt- 
ftead of formir^ their young rtimda co-that da- 
. ciHty, to that modefty, which are the grac* and 
charm of youth, to an admiratiort of (aOioiM e*- 
'"amples, and to an awi^nefe ta ixtf Hang whkft 
approaches to pride, petulance, and ftltconceit, 
■ (diftcmpers to which that tkfte of life -ii rf it- 
■feif fbfficiemly fiaWe) they artifkially foftieat 
"thefr eyii difpofmons,- and even fopsft thstn ioiD 
'Ipmgs of aftiott.- Nothing bughi! to be mofe 
weighed than the natufe of books retowniended 
by public authority. So reconrimendcd, th«y 
footi form' the character of the age. UncertMh 
indeed is the efficacy, limited indeed is the ex- 
tent of a virtuous inftitution. But If educfttidn 
take's" in mce as any part of its fyftem, there is 
no doubt bat that k will operate widi sbundarit 
' energy, and to an extent indefinite: The ma- 
giftrate, who in feTOur of freedom thinks him- 
felf obliged fo ftjffer all forfs of ptiblicaaofls, k 
under a ftrifter duty than any odier, well to 
confider 
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ccAiider what fort of wiiccn he fiiall authorize; 
and ihaB recommend, by the ftro^^ril of -all 
fan&ions, that is, by public honours and' rewani]. 
He oog^t to be cawious how he recommends 
authors of mixed or ambiguous, mor^ky. He 
ought to- be &ap6al c£ putting into the hands of 
youth- writers indu^ent to the peculiarities of 
their own complexion, feft they Ihouid teach the 
hwHours of the profeffiir, rather than (he pri*- 
cipfcs of the fcience. He Ow^, above aUj t<i 
be caudom in recommen^g any writer who 
has carried marks of a deranged- underftandiog^; 
ibr where there is no fixind rcafon, rfiere can 
be no teal virtue ; and madnefs is ever vitious 
and majignanc. 

The National AlTembly proceeds on maxiffls 
llie very reverfe of thefe. The Aflembly- re- 
ccHnmends to its youth a ftady of the bold expe- 
rimenters in morality. Every body knows, Hiat 
there is a great difpute amongft their leaifefs, 
which of themi is the bed refemblanee to Koiif- 
fcau. Intxurii, they all refembiehim. His btood 
they transfi]fe into their minds and into their mari- 
ners. Him they ftady; him they meditate; -him 
diey turn over in all the time they can Ipare from 
tht laborious mifchjef of the day, or the' de- 
bauches of the riig^t. Rouffcau i» thrir canwi- *f 
3 holy 
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farijr wn't i in hJB life he is their can^ oiPof/cU- 
tusi he is their ftaftdard figure ofpcrfcffion. Ta 
tHismwi and this writ£r> as a pattern to authors 
and to Frenchrheot the founderies of Paris ar6 
now nituiing for ftatiies) with the kettles of 
xheir potv- and die bells of their churches; If 
an uithor had written like a great genius on 
geometry, though his pra^ical and fpecul^vc 
niorals were vitious in the extreme^ it might ap^ 
pe^ that in votiog the ftatue, they honoured 
onlf the geomctriciahi But RouQeau is a inoi> 
lalift, or he is nothing. It is impolBble, there- 
fore, putting the circumftances t{^ether, to mi£- 
take their defign in chooling die author, with 
whom they have begun to recommend a course 
of Ihidies. 

Their great problem is to find a fubftitifte 
for all the principles which hitherto have been 
employed to regulate the human will and aftion. 
. They find difpofidons in the mind, of fuCh 
-force and quality, as may fit men, far better than 
the old morality, for the purpofes of fuch a ftate 
as theirs, and may go much flirther in fupport- 
ing their power, and deftroying their enemies. 
They have therefore chofen a felfifti, flattering^ 
icdu£tive, oftentadous vice, in the place of plain 
du^. True humility, the bafis of the Chriftiai 
fyitem. 
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lyftcm, is the low, but deep and firm founda- 
tion of all real virtue. But this, as very pain- 
ful in tJie prai5tice, and little impofing In the 
appearance, they have totally difcarded. , Their 
objed: is to merge all natural and all focial fen- 
timent in inordinate vanity. In a frhall degree, 
and convcrfant in little things, vanity is of litde 
moment. When full grown, it is the worft of 
vices, and the occafional mimick of them aH^ 
It m^es the whole man f^fe. It leaves nb- 
tJdftg lincere or truft-wofthy about him. His 
beft qualities are poifoned and perverted by it, 
and operate exaftly as the worft. When your 
lords had many writers as immoral as the ob- 
ject of their ftatue (fuch as Voltaire and odiers) 
they chofe Roufleau ; becaule in him that pecu- 
liw vice which they wllhed to ere£t into a ruling 
virtue, was by far the moft cbnipicuous. 

We have had the grtat profeflbr and founder 
rf/iw philcfophy of vtmitj in England. As I had 
gbod opportunities of knowing his proceedings' 
almoft frort day to day, he left no dbubt in niy 
mind, that he entertained no principle either to 
. iri9u«nce his heart, or to guide his underftarid-" 
ing, buti)«B//5». Witli this vice he waspoffefled 
to a degree little flibrt of madnefs. It is frbrri' 
the fame deranged eccentric vanity, that diis, the' 
JO vdiat 
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infant Setratef of the National Aflembly, wa« 
impejled to publilh a mad Confeffioh of his mad 
faults, and to attempt a new Tort of glory, from 
brining hardily to light the obfcure and vulgar 
vices which we know may fometimes be blended 
with eminent talents. He has not obferved oa 
the nature of vanity, who does not know 
that it is omnivorous ; that it has no choice in 
its food ; that it is fond to talk even of its own' 
faults and vices, as what will excite furprize and 
draw attention, and what will pafs at worft for 
opennefs and candour. It was this abuic and per- 
verfion, which vanity makes even of hypocrify, 
which has driven Roufleau to record a life not 
fo much as chequered, or fpotted here and there, 
with virtues, or even diftinguiihcd by a finglc 
good adion. It is fuch a life he choofes to 
offer to the attention of mankind. It is fuch a 
life, that with a wild defiance, he flings in the 
face of his Creator, whom he acknowledges 
only to- brave. Your Aflembly, knowing how- 
much more powerful example is found than 
precept, has chofen this man (by his own ac- 
count without a fingle virtue), for ajnodtl. X.Q , 
lum^limf ere^ their firfl: ftatue. From him 
they commence their feries of honours and dif- 
tinftions. 

, It is that new-invented virtue which youf 
mafters 
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ftantly to exhauft the ftores of his powerful 
rhttoric in the expreflion of univerfal benevo- 
lence ; whilfl: his heart was incapable of haf^ 
bouring one fpark of common parental afFeftion. 
Benevolence to the whole ipecles, and want of 
feeling for every individual with whom the 
profeffors come in contaft, form the character of 
die new philofophy. Setting up for an unfocial 
independence, this their hero of vanity refufes 
the juft price of common labour, as well as the 
tribute which opulence owes to genius, and 
which, when paid, honours the giver and the 
receiver j and then he pleads his beggary as an 
excufe for his crimes. . He melts with tender- 
nefs for thofe only who touch him by the re- 
moteft relation, and then, without one natural 
pang, cafts away, Ss a fort of offal and excre- 
ment, the fpawn of his difguftful amours, and 
fends his children to the hofpital of foundlings. 
The bear loves, licks, and forms her young j but 
bears are not philofophers. Vanity, however, 
finds its account in reverting the train of our na- 
tural feelings. Thoufands admire the fentimental 
writer ; the affeftbnate father is hardly known 
in his parilh. 
Under this philofophic inftruftor in the ethics 
Da of 
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<^-vamty, they have attempted in. France, a re- 
generation of the moral conftitution of. man. 
Sutefmen, like your prefent rulers, exift by 
every thing which is fpurious, fiftitious, and.falfe j 
ly, every thing which takes the man from his 
houfe, and fets him on a ftage, which makes him 
up an artificial creature, with painted theatric 
ientiments, fit to be Teen by the glare, of candle- 
li^t, and formed to be contemplated at a due 
difl^ce. Vanity is top apt t9 prev^ in all of 
usj and. in all countries. To the improvement 
<jf Frenchmen it feems not abfojutely neceffiiry 
t^t it flipuld be taught upon, fyflem. But itis 
p!i}in,that the prefent rebellion was its jegjtitnace 
offspring, and it is pipufly fed by that rebellion, 
with a daily dole. 

If the fyftem of inftitudon, recommended by, 
the AlTembly, is falfe aijd theatric, it is beqaufe- 
dieir fyftem of government is of die fame cha- 
ra^cr. To that, and to that aloncj it is ftriftly, 
conformable. To «ndcrftand either, we muft 
connefl; the morals with the pojidcs of the le- 
gidatprs. Your pratftical philpfopliei?, fyile- 
matic in every thing, have wifely began, at the. 
fource. As the relation, between parents and 
children is the firft aqiong the elements of vut- 
g»r. 
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"gar, natural morality*, they ereit ftatues to a 
wild, ferocious, low-minded, hard-hearted father, 
of fine general feelings; a lover of his kind, but 
a hater of his kindred. Your mafters rejcft the 
duties of this vulgar relarion, as contrary to li- 
berty; as not founded in the focial compaft'j 
and not binding according to the rights of men ; 
bccaufe the relation is not, of courfe, the refult 
oi fret eleSion ; never fo on the fide of the chil- 
drfen, not always on the part of the parents. ■ 

'the next relation which they regenerate by 
their (htues to RoufTeau, is that which is next 
in fanftity to that of a father. They differ 
from thofe old-fafliioned thinkers, who cdn- 
fidered pedagogues as fober and venerable cha- 
racters, and allied to the parental. The mora- 
iifh of the dark times, preeeptorem Jan£ii votuere 
parentis ejje loco. In this age of light, they teach 
the people, that preceptors ought to be in the 
place of gallants. They fyftematicafly corrupt 
a very corruptible race, (for fome time a growing 
nuifance amongft you) a fet cf pert, petulant, 

• Filiola tna le deleflaii laeior et probari tibi r«?yit 
tftiffi*%t elTe t' t^d; Ta Ti-i>ii : etenim, fi hxc non cfl, nulla 
potell bomlui efle ad bomiuem naturx itdjunftio : qua fub- 
lata vitiB focWtas tollnur. ValeCe Patrbn [Roufleao] Ct 
tui coadifcipntl ! [L'Afimblee Nationale]. 

Cic. £p. ad Atiicum. 

D 3 literators. 
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littrawrs, to whom, inftcad of their proper, butfc- 
vere, unoftentatious duties, they alTign the brilliant 
part of men of wit and pleafbre, of gay, young, 
military fparks, and danglers at toilets. They 
call on the riling generation in France, to take 
a fympathy in the adventures and fortunes, and 
they endeavour to engage their fenfibility on 
the fide of pedagogues, who betray the moft 
awfiil family trufls, and vitiate their female pu- 
pils. They teach the people, that the de- 
bauchers of virgins, almofl; in the arms of their 
parents, may be fafe inmates in their houle, and 
even fit guardians of the honour of thofe huf- 
bands who fucceed legally to the oiEce which 
the young literators had pre-occupied, without 
aflting leave of law or confcience. 

Thus they dilpofe of all the family relations 
of parents and children, hufbands and wives. 
Through this fame inftruftor, by whom they 
corrupt the morals, they corrupt the tafte. 
Tafte and elegance, though they are reckoned 
only among the fmallcr and fecondary morals, 
yet are of no mean importance in the regulation 
of life. A moral tafte is not of force to turn 
vice into virtue ; but it recommends virtue with 
ibm^thing like the blandiftiments of pieafore i 
^d it infinitely abates the evils of vice. 
X RoufTeau, 
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Roufleau, a writer of great force and vivacity, 
is totally deftitute of tafte in any fenfe of the 
word. Your mafters, who are his fcholars, con- 
ceive that all refinement has an ariftocratic cha- 
rafter. The laft age had exhaufted all its pow- 
ers in giving a grace and noblenefs to our na- 
tural appetites, and in raifing them into higher 
clais and order than feemed juftly to belong to 
them- Through Roufleau, your mafters are 
refolved to deftroy thefe ariftocratic prejudices. 
The paffion called love, has fo general and 
powerful an influence; it makes fo much of the 
entertainment, and indeed fo much the occupa- 
tion of that part of life which decides the cha- 
rafter for ever, that the mode and the principles 
on which it engages the fympathy, and ftrikes 
(he imagination, become of the utmoft import- 
ance to the morals and manners of every foclety. 
Your rulers were well aware of this; and in 
their fyfteip of changing your manners to ac- 
commodate them to their politics, they found 
notliing fo convenient as Rouffeau. Through 
him they teach men to love after the fafhion of 
philofophers ; that jsj they teach to men, to 
Frenchmen, a love without gallantry; a love 
without any thing of that fine flower of youth- 
(lilnefs and gentility, which places it, if not 
D 4 amon^ 
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among th? yirtues, among the ornaments of 
life. Inftead of this pallion, iiaiturally allied tp 
grace and manners, they infufe into their youth 
4n unfalhioned, indelicate, four, gloomyj fero- 
cious medley of pedantry and lewdnefsj of me- 
taphyfical fpeculations, blended with the cqarfeft ' 
iepdiality. Such is the general morality qf thie 
paiTions to be found in their famous philofopher, 
in his famous work of philofophic gallantry, the 
NeteveUe Ekye. 

W^hen die fence from the g^antry of pre- 
ceptors is broken down, and your families ^rp 
no longer protcfted by decent pride, and (alutaiy 
domeftic prejudice, there is but one ftep to a 
frightful corruption. The rulers in the National 
Aflembly are in good hopes that the females of 
the firfl: femilies in France may become an eafy 
prey to dancing-mafters, fidlers, pattern-draw- 
ers, frifeurs, and valets de chambre, and other 
aiftive citizens of that defcription, who having 
the entry into your houfes, and being half-do- 
mefticated by their fituation, may be blended 
with you by regular and irregular relations. 
By a law, they have made thefe people your 
equals. By adopting the fentiraents of RoufTeau, 
they have made them your rivals. In this man- 
ner, thefe great legiflators complete their plan 
■■■■■■-■■ ■■■'■■■ of 
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(^ lereUing, and eftablifh Uuir rig^ of men 
on A fure foundation. 

I am certain diac the wridngs of Rou&aa 
lead diredly to this kind of Ibamefbl evil. I 
have often wondered how he comes tb be fo 
fnuch more admired and foUowed on the cond- 
tinent dian he is here. Perhaps a fccret charm 
in the language may have its Jhare in this extra- 
ordinary difference. We certainly perceive, 
and to a degree we feel> in this writer, a flyle 
gbwing, animated, enthufiaftic; at the lame 
time that we fuid it lax, difixife, and not in die 
beft tafte of compofition ; all the members of 
the piece being pretty equally laboured and ex- 
panded, without any dne feleftion or fubordi- 
nation of parts. He is generally too much oa 
the ftretch, and his manner has little variety. 
We cannot reft upon any of his works, though 
diey contain obfervacions which occafionally dif- 
cover a confiderable infight into human nature. 
But his doftrines, on the whole, are fo inappli- 
cable to re^ life and manners, that we never 
dream of drawing from them any rule for laws 
or conduft, or for fortifying or illuftrating any 
thing by a reference to his opinions. They have 
with us the fate of older paradoxes. 

Cum ventum ad •vtram eRJin/ui merifqiu repugnant, 
Atqoe ijifa utilitas julti prope mater et «qai. 

Perhaps 
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Periiaps bold fpeculations are more acceptable, 
becaufe more new to you tlian to us, who have 
heen long fince fatiattd with them. We con- 
tinue, as in the two laft aj;e:, to read more gene- 
rally, than I believe is now done on the continent, 
the authors of found antiquity. Thefe occupy 
our minds. They give us another tafte and 
turn; and will not fufFer us to be more than 
tranfiently amufed with paradoxical morality. 
It is not that I confider this writer as wholly 
■ deftitute of juft notions.' Amongfl: his irregula- 
rities, it muft be reckoned, that he is fometimes 
moral, and moral in a very fublime ftrain. But the 
general Jpirit and tendeiuy of his works is mifchie- 
vous ; and the more mifchievous for this mix- 
ture : For, perfeft depravity of fentiment is not 
reconcileable with eloquence} and the mind 
(though corruptible, not complexionally vitious) 
would rejed: and throw off with djfguft, a leffon 
of pure and unmixed evil. Thefe writers make 
even virtue a pander to vice. 

However, 1 lefs confider the author, than the 
fyftem of the Affembly in perverting morality, 
through his means. This Iconfefs makes me 
nearly defpair of any attempt upon the minds 
of their followers, through reafon, honour, or 
confcience. The great objeft of your tyrants. 
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is to deftroy the gentlemen of France j and for 
that purpofe they deftroy, to the beft of their 
power, all the efFedt of thofe relations which 
may render confiderable men powerful or even 
fafe. To deftroy that order, they vitiate the 
whole community. That no means may exill 
of confederating againft their tyranny, by the 
felfe fympathies of this Nouvellc Eloife, they 
endeavour to fubvert thole principles of do- 
mcftic truft and fidelity, which form the difci- 
pUne of fticial life. They prc^agate principles 
by which every fervant may think it, if not his 
duty, at leaft his privilege, to betray his mafter; 
By thefe principles, every confiderable fother of 
a family lofes the (anftuary of his houfc. Debet 
Jua cuique domus ejfe ferfugtvm tu t\j}tmum, fays th« ■ 
law, which your legiflators have taken fo much 
paiiis firft to decry, then to repeal. They de- 
ftroy all the tranquillity and fecurity of domeftic 
life i turning the afylum of the houfe into a 
gloomy prilbn, where the father of the family 
muft drag out a miferable exiftence, endangered 
in proportion to the apparent means of his 
fafety ; where he is worie than folitary in a croud 
ofdomeftics, and more apprehenfive from his 
fcrvants and inrnatcs, than from the hired blood- 
thirfty 
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thirftjr mob without doors, who are ready to 
ptdl him to the tanternc. 

It is thus, and for die fame end, that thry 
endeavour to d^roy diat tribunal of confciwicc 
which ex'fts independently of ediifts and decrees. 
Your defpots govern by terror. They know, 
that he who fears God fears nothing elfe ; and 
therefore they eradicate from the mind, through 
their Voltaire* their Helvetius, and the reft of 
that infamous gang, that only fort of fear which 
generates true courage. Their object is, that 
their fellow citizens may be under the doitiintoD 
of no awe, but that of their committee of re- 
fearch, and of their lanteme. 

Having found the advantage of aflaffination 
in the formation of dicir tyranny, it is the grand 
refourcc in which they truft for the fupport of it. 
"Whoever oppofes any of their proceedings, oris 
fo^fted of a defigji to oppofe them, is to anfwer 
it with his life, or the lives of his wife and chil- 
dren. This infemous, cruel, and cowardly praftice 
of aflaffination, they have the impudence to call 
tfterciful. They boaft that they have operated their 
ufurpation rather by terror than by force j and 
that a few feafonable murders have prevented 
the bioodflied of many battles. There is no 
doubt 
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doubt they wUlestend thele i&s of mercy when- 
ever they fee an occafion. Drea4f^]> however, 
will be the confequences of their aitompt to 
^void the evils of war> by the mercifttl pcuUcy. 
of murder. I^ by efie^ual punilhinenc of, 
the giulty, they do not wholly difavow that? 
pra&jce, and the threat of it too, as apy part of 
their policy j if ever aforeign prince enters into 
France, he muft enter it as into a country of 
aflaflins. The mode of civilized, war will not 
be pradtifcd: nor are the French who aft on the 
prefent fyftem entitled to exped it. They, 
wh^ known policy it is to aflafllnate every 
citizen whom they fufpedt to be diicontented by 
their tyranny, and to corrupt the fqldiery of every 
open enemy, muft .look for no modified hoftiJity. 
All war, which is not battle, will, be military 
execution. This will beget a£l:s of retaliation 
from you ; and every retaliation will beget a 
new revenge. The heU-hpunds of war» on all 
lides, will be uncoupled and unmuzzled. The 
new- fchool of murder and barbariiro, fet up in , 
Parts, having dellroyed (fo far as in it lies) all 
the. othtt manners and principles which have, 
hitherto civilised Europp, will dftftnoy alfo jiw., 
mode of, ciyiUzed. war, which, more than, any . 
thing eUe, has diftinguiflied the Cbriftian.world. 
^ Such 
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StlEh is die approaching golden age, which th<? 
•Virgil of your Aflembly has fung to his Pollios I 
In fuch a fituariort of your pblitical, your 
civil, and your locial morals arid manners, how 
can you be hurt by the freedom of any difcuf- 
iion ? Caution is for thofe who have ibmething 
to lofe. What I have faid to juftify myfelf in 
not apprehending any ill confequencc from a 
free dilcuflion of the abilird confequences which 
flow from the relation of the lawful King to the 
tifurped conftitution, will apply to my vfrtdica- 
tion with regard to the expofure I have made 6f 
the ftate of the army under the fame fophiftic 
ufurpation. The prefent tyrants want no argu- 
ments to prove, what they muft daily feel, that 
no good army can exift on their principles.' 
They arc in no want of a moriitor to fuggeft 
to them the policy of getting rid of the army, 
as well as of the King, whenever they are in a 
condition to effeft that meafure. What hopes 
may be entertained of your army for thereftora- 
tion of your liberties, I know not. At prefcnf, 
yielding obedience to the pretended ordefs of 
3 King> who, they are perfeflly apprifed, has 
no will, and who never can iflue a mandate, 
which is not intended, in the firll: operation, or 
■ Mirabeau's fpcecb conccrniog unlverfal peace. 
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in its certain confequences, for his own deftroc- 
tion, your army feems to make one of the prin- 
cipal links in the chain of that fervitude of anar- 
chy, by which a cruel ufurpation holds an undone 
peq3le at once in bondage and confufion. 

You afk me what I think of the conduft of 
General Monk. How this affefts your cafe, I 
cannot tell. I doubt whether you poflefi, in 
France, any perfons of a capacity to ferve die 
French monarchy in the fame manner in which 
Monk ferved the monarchy of England. The 
army which Monk commanded had been form- 
ed by Cromwell to a perfection of difciplinc 
which perhaps has never been exceeded. That 
army was befides of an excellent compofilion. 
The foldiers were men of extraordinary piety 
after their mode, of the greatcft r^;uiarity, 
and even feverity of manners; brave in the 
field, but modeft, quiet and orderly, in their 
quarters ; men who abhorred the idea of aflaf- 
finating their ofRccrs or any other perfons j and 
who (they at Icaft who ferved in this ifiand) 
were firmly attached to thofe generals, by 
whom they were well treated and ably com- 
manded. Such an army, once gained, might 
be depended on. I doubt much, if you could 
now 
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Daw iirtd a Mohk> whether a Monk could findy 
in FrancC] fuch asi army. 

I certainly agree with you, diat in all proba- 
bilicy we owe our whole conftitucion to the 
reftoration of the En^ifh monarchy. The ftate 
of things &om which Monk relieved En^and, 
was however by no means, at that time, fo de-* 
plorabie in any fenfe, as yoars is now, and un- 
der the prefent fway is likely to continue. 
Cromwell had delivered England from anarchy.- 
His government, though military and defpooc, 
had been regular and orderly. Under the 
ircm, and under the yoke, the foil yielded 
its produce. After his death, the evik of anar- 
chy were rather dreaded than felt. Every man 
was yec fafe in his houfe and tn his property. 
But it muft be admitted, that Monk freed this 
natioB from great and juil; apprehenfrons both of 
futuce anarchy and of probable tyranny in fome 
fMTn or other. The king whom he gave us 
was indeed the very reverfe of yoar benignant fo- 
vereign, who in reward for his attempt to beftow 
liberty on his fubjeifts, languiflies himlelf in pri- 
fpn. The perfon- given to us by Monk was a 
man without any fcnfc of his duty as a prince j 
without any regard to the dignity of his crown j 
without 
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fndiput any love to his peojde; di^lute, falfe, 
Tcnil} and defticuK of any pofiuvo good qua-* 
lity whatfoever, -except a pkafanc , temper, and 
Che manners of a gentleman. Yet the reftora- 
tion of our monarchy, even in the perfdn of fuch 
« prince, was every thing to us; for without 
monarchy in England, moll certainly we never 
can. enj.oy ddicr peace or liberty. It was under 
diis convidion that the very firft regular ftep 
which w? took on the Revolution of 1688, was 
to fill the throne with a real king j and even 
bc&re it could be done in due form, the chiefs 
pf-thc nation did not attempt themtlves to exer- 
ci(e authority fp.niuch as by interim. They in* 
ftantiy requefted the Prince of Orange to take 
the goveiflme&t on himfelC The throne was 
JMX fffeftively vacant for an hour. 
. . Your fiindaniental laws, as well as ours, fupr- 
pofe a monarchy. Your zeal. Sir, in Handing 
ft) firnUy fc* it as you have done, ihews not only 
a facred refpe£t for your honour and fidelity, 
but a well-informed attachment to the real wel- 
&re and true liberties of your country. I have 
expreffed myfelf ill, if I have gjven you caufc tp 
iooagine, that 1 prefer die condud of thofc who 
have retired fixun this warfare to your, beha- 
viour, who, inch a courage and conftancy almi^ 
£ fupematura^ 
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fupematural, have ftruggled againft tyranny, uid 
kept the field to the laft. You fee I have cor- 
re£ted the exceptionable part in the edition 
which I now fend you. Indeed in fuch terrible 
extremities as yours, it is not eafy to fay, in a 
political view, what line of condufl is the njoft 
advifeable. In that ftate of things, I cannot 
bring myfelf fevcrely to condemn pcrfonswho are 
wholly unable to bear fo much as the ftght of 
thole men in the throne of legislation, who are 
only fit to be the objefts of criminal juftice. If 
i&tigue, if difguft, if uniiirmountable naufea, 
arive them away from fuch Ipeftacles, iiii mife~ 
riarum pars non mimima. erat, videre et a^d, I 
cannot blame them. He muft have an heart of 
adamant who could hear a fet d" traitors puffed 
up with unei^fted and undeferved power, ob- 
taityd by an ignoble, unmanly, and perfidious 
rebellion, treating their honeft fellow citizens ax 
reieis, bccaufe they refiifed to Knd themfclves 
diroug^ tiieir conlcicace, againft the dictates <^ 
confcience itfelf, and had declined to fwear an 
affive compUance with their own ruin. How 
could a man of common fiefli and blood endure, 
that thofe, who but the other day had ikulked 
onobfoved in their antichambcrs, fcornfuUy in- 
fiilting men, Uluftrious in their rank, lacrcd in 
their 
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their fUn^on, fiid venerable ili their cKara£(er, 
now in decline of life, and fwimming on the 
wrecks of their fortunes, that thofe nuTcreants 
ihould tell fuch men fcomfuUy and outrageoufljr, 
after they had robbed i^em of all their property, 
that it is more than enoi^ if they are allowed 
what wiH keep them from abfolute famine, and 
that for the reft, they muft let their grey hair* 
fall over the plough, to make out a fcanty fub- 
fiftence with the labour of their hands ! Laft, 
and worft, who could endure to hear this un- 
natural, infolent, and favage defpotifin called 
liberty ? If, at this diftance, fitting quietly by 
my firCj I cannot read their decrees and Ipeeches 
without indignation, fhall I condemn thofe who 
have Bed from the a£hial fight and hearing of all 
thefc horrors? No, no! mankind has no rirfe to 
demand that we fbould be flaves to their guilt 
and infolencc ; or that we (hould ferve them 
in fpite of themfelves. Minds, fore with the 
poignant fenfe of infulted virtue, filled with hig^ 
difddn againft the pride <^ triumphant bafenefs, 
often have it not in their choice to ftand their 
ground. Their complexion (which might defy 
the rack) cannot go through fuch a trial. 
Something very high muft fortily men to that 
prooC But when I am driven to .compariibn. 
• £ a fwely 
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iurcl^ I cannot hsGtax for a. moment to" prefer 
- to fuch men as are ccmnjon, thofe hetoos, wha 
to tiic Boidft of d^air perform alj ttie tafks of 
hope J who fubdiw their feelings to their duties ; 
.who, io the CPufc of humanity, liberty, and ho- 
nour, abandoQ fll the iacisfa^ions of life, and 
every d»y incur a irelb rifi^ue of life itfelf. Do 
me the juftice to belicKe that I never can pre- 
fer any faftidious virtue (virtue ftill) to the un- 
■conquerctl perieverance, to tlie afFedionate pa- 
tience of thofe who watch day and night, by 
, die bed-fide of, their delirious country, whoj 
for their love to that dear and venerable nanne, 
/ bear all die difgirib, and all tiie buffets they re* 
cove from their franac mother. Sir, 1 do look 
on you as true martyrs ; I regard you as foldiers 
who aft far more in the ^irit of our Comman- 
der in chief, and the Captain of our falvadon, 
than thoffr who have left you ; though I muft 
firft bolt myfelf very thoroughly, and know 
that I could do better, before I can cenfure 
them. I affbre you, Sir, that, when I confider 
your unconquerable fidelity to your fovereigni 
and to your country, the courage, fortitude, 
magnaninhity, and long-fufffering of yourfelf, 
and the Abbe Maury, and of Mr. Cazaies, and 
of maoy woKhy pcrfons of all orders, in your 
. *■- . - AflemMy, 
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ASStmblj, I Ssrget, in the luftre of ttwle great 
qualities, that on your fide hu beea djfplayed 
an eloquence fo rational, nrnnlyj andcoavinc- 
ing, that no time Qr country, perhaps, hu<eTcr 
excelled. But -your talents difappcar is my aA^ 
iriration of your.yircue.3.' 

A* to Mr. Mounicr and Mr. Lally, I hawe al- 
ways wiihed to do juftkre to tjieir pailis> and their 
eloquencc> and che general purity of tl^ir motives. 
Indeed I faw very. wcH from the beginning, thfc 
mifchiefs which, with all thefe'talenfs' and good 
iMenftons, they would do to their couiitry, tfiroogh 
their confidence in lyftems. Bu^ their dift«n- 
pcr was an ei^demit malady. Th?y weYe young 
and inexperienced i and when wiU young and- 
inexperienced men karn caution aod dillrutl: of 
themfelves ? And whfcn wiU men, young or old, 
if fuddenly raifed to far higher power than that 
which, abfoiute kii^ and emperors commonly 
CRJoy, learn an}' thing like moderation? Mo- 
narchs in general lefpeft fomc fettled order erf" 
things, whieh tbcy fitid it difficult to move (rom 
its bafis, and to which they are obliged to con- 
fotm> even when there are no pofictve limita- 
tions to their power. Thefe gendcmen Con- 
cnved diat tbey were chofen to new model the 
ftate, and eren the whole txdcz of civil foi^iety 
E 3 itfel£ 
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itidf. No wonder that tbty entertained dange- 
rous vifions, when the King's minifters^ tmftees 
for the iacred dcpofit of die monarchy, were fti 
infefted widi die contagion of projeft and iyf- 
tem (I can hardly think it black premeditated 
treachery) chat they publicly adyertifcd for plans 
and fchemcs of government, as if they were to 
provide ibr the rebuilding (^ an hofpital that had 
been burned down. What was this, but to un- 
chain the fury of rafti fpeculation ampngft a 
people, of itlelf but too iapt to be guided by a 
heated imagination, and a '^ild fpjrit of advefi^ 
turcf 

The feidt of Mr, Mourner and Mr. I^y 
was very great; but it was very general. If 
dtofe gentlemen flopped when they came to the 
biiidc of die gidph of guilt and public mifery, 
diat yawned before them in the abyfi of theft 
dark and bottomlefs fpeculations, I fbtglve their 
firft error j in that they were involved widi many. 
Their repentance was-their own. 

They who confider Mounier and Lally as de- 
lerttrs> mu^ regard diemfelves as nuirdcrers and 
as traitors ; for from what elfe than murde^' and 
owfon did they deferi ? For my part, I honour 
diem for not having carried miilake into crime. 
If, indeed, I thou^ that they vere not cured 
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bjF experience; that they were noWnadefenfiUe . 
chat thofe who would 'reform a. ftate, ought to 
afliime fome aAual confUturion of government 
which is to be reformed; if they are not aC 
length fatisfied that it is become a n^c^lfary preli" 
minajy to liberty in- France, to comtpeqce by the 
re-eftdililbment of order and property of tvery 
kind, throng the re-eftabUftinaept pf their mo- 
narchy, of every one of the old hahituai diftinc- 
tionsandelaiTesoftheflate; iftheydonotfeethaC 
thele cjafles are not to be confounded in order to 
be ^erwards revived and feparated; if diey are 
not convinced that the fcheme of parochial and 
club governments takes up the ftate at the 
wrong end,' and is a low, and fenfekis contri- 
vance (as making the fole confticution.of a fu- 
preme power) I ihould then idlow, that their 
early ralhnels' ought to be remembered to th^ 
laft moment of their lives. ■ 

You gendy rejM^eiid me, becaufe m holding 
out the picture of your difaftrous fituation, I 
fuggeft no plan for a remedy. Alas! Sir, the 
propofuion of plan?, without an attention to cirr 
cuniftances, is the very c^ufc of all your mif*- 
fortunes } and nevef 4haU you find me aggrava- 
ting, by (hp infufion of any fpeculations of n>ine, 
die, evils wluch b^ye arifen from the fpeculadons 
E4 of 
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(^ otfiers. Yoar naiadf, in dm' re^ft, is x 

difordcr of repletion. Tou feftm to think, that 
ray keeping bade my poor ideas, may arife from 
an indiB^nce to the w^re of a fdreigrt, and 
fometimes an hoftilc natWni. No, Sir, I faidi- 
foUy afilirt y6u, my rcfCTve is owing c* nd fuch 
caufts. Is this letter, fweUcd to a ftcond hotik^ 
3t mark of national antipathy, ' or even of" na- 
tional indifference? I fliould aft ^tug^edier 
in the- fpiJ-h: of the fame cafutton, in a fimilar 
ftate of (JUr own domeftic affaire. If 1 were to 
▼enture any advice, in any cafe, k wcukl be my 
beft. The facrcd d»ty of an adviler (ont iX 
tfie moll inric^ble that exifts) would lead me> 
towards a real enemy, to aft as If my beft friend 
were tht party concerned. But I dare not rilqiie 
i IJwculatJOn with no better view of your affiirs 
than at prefent I can cdftimand j my caution is 
pot from difrcgard, b»it from fbliicicude for your * 
*clfare. It is fuggcfted folcly from my dread of 
bfcoiTiing the author of inconfideratc counlel. 

Ic IS not, that as this ftrange fcries of aiSions 
has palTcd before my'cycs, I have not indulged 
my mind in a great variety of poKtical fpecula- 
tions concerning them. But compelfcd by no 
fuch pofitive duty as does" not permit me to 
evade an opinion; called Mpon by ho nilii^ 
power. 
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power, without authority as X am, uw) without 
confidence, I fliould Ut afifwer my own idei* of 
tt^ac would become myfelf, or what would bt 
fernceablc to others, if I were, as a volunttfer, 
to obtrude any projeft of mine upon a nadon, 
to whole circamftanccs I could not be fiirc ft 
nught be applicable. 

Permit me to fiy, that if I were as confident^ 
as I onght to be diffident in my ©wn locrfe, ge- 
neral ideas, I *vct ftiould venture to broach 
' them, if but at twenty leagues diftanc? from rfw 
centre cf your affairs. 1 muft fee with my own 
eyes, I irtuft, in a manner, touch with riiy" own 
hands, not only the fixed, but the mckn^tturf 
circuniftahceE, before I could venture «o fo^efl , 
any poUticat-pnoje^t whatfoever. I mud know 
the power and dtfpoficion taaocept, to execute, 
to' perfivef e. ■ I muft f^e all the aids, and ail ttw 
ol^bdts. 'l-muft fee the means of correding 
die plan, where correAives. would be wanted. 
I muft fee the tlungSi I muft fee' the men. 
Withom a concurrence and adaptation ^of thefe to 
thedefign, the very beft fpeculativc projefts might 
become not only ufclefjt, but mifchicvoue. Plam 
ffiiift be made for men. We cannot think o£ 
making men, xtd binding nature to our defigns. 
Pet^lc at a ■ diflancc mi:^ judge ill of men. 
They 
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Thcf do not thfays .in{yreT to their reputacion 
when you approach them. Kay, the perfpcc- 
cire varies, and Ihcws them quite otherwiic than 
yon thought them. At a diftance, if we judge 
uncertainly of men, we muft judge worie of 
epporpoiiiies, which continually vary their ftiapes 
and colours, and pals away like clouds. The 
Eaftern politicians In^Ver do any thing without 
the opinion o;^ the aftFol(^;ers on the fortunate 
moment. They are in dip righ^ if. they can do 
no better; for the opinioa of fortune is fome- 
thiog towards Co^iqaanding it. Stat^Jmen of a 
in$)re.judicious prefciencc, lo<^ for the fortunate 
mogaeot too i but they feek it, not in the con-r 
jun£ti0n% «nd o^ofiuons pf planets^ bii^t in the 
^losjunftions and oppofitions of men a^d thiogs. 
Tlre& form.their al^nanack. 

To ilkiAn^ the mifchief of 9 wife plan, with- 
out any attention w means and circumftances, it 
b not neceflary to. go &rther than to yc>u.r recent 
hiftory. . In the conc^tioii in which France was 
found three years ago, what better Cyftem cauld 
be propofed, what Ida, even fayoitfing of wild 
theory, . what fitter to provide for all. the cxigen- 
ciesi vfhijft it reformed all the abufes of gor 
venMncnt, than the. convention of the States 
General ?: I think nothing better couid be ana- 
5 " §^ned^ 
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g'tncd.. But I have cenfuredi and do ftill pre<^ 
fume to cenfnre your Parliament of Paris, fiw 
not havii^ fu^efted n> the King, that this pro- 
per meafure was of all meafures the moft cri- 
tical and arduous ; one in which the utmoft cir. 
cumlpeftion, and the greateft nuniber of pre- 
cautions, were the moft abfolutely neceflary. 
The very confelTion chat a. government wants 
either amendment in its conformation, or relief 
to great diftrefs, caufes it to Ide lulf its reputa- 
tion, and as great a proportion of its (trengdi 
as depends upon that reputation. It was there- 
fore neceflary, firft to put govcmment out of 
danger> whilft at its own defire it fufiered fuch 
an operation, as a general reform at the hands of 
thofe who were much more filled with a fenfe of 
die difcafc, than provided with rational means of 
a cure. 

.: It may be f^id, that this care, and thele pK- 
fdtttioia, were more naturally the duty of the 
King's minifters, than that of the Parliament. 
They were fo ; but every man muft anfwor in his 
eftimation for the advice he gives, when he puts 
(he condu^of his meafure into hands who he 
jdpes not I^Qw will execute his plans according 
p his ideas. Three or four minifters were not 
to be trufted with the being of the French mo-' 
narchy. 
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iuEchy> of all the ordersi and of sU the da£~ 
ttndtions, and all the propertjr c^ the kingdom. 
What muft be ihepnxknce of thofe who coutd 
tliiok, in the then known temper of the people 
ef Pans, cf afieniUing the Stmcs to. a p^bcc 
fitnated as Vei-laiUes l 

■ The Pariiamcnt of Paris <fid woffe than tff 
io^re this blind confidence into the King. Fort 
as if flames w«re things, they took ma notice of 
(indeed they rather countenaqccd) the deviadons 
which were man^ft in the execution, from the' 
ttue andent principles of the ^an which they 
recofiftmended. Thefe deviations (as guardians 
of the ««ienf laws, ufages, and conftitiirioa of 
the kingdom) the Parliament of Paris ought 
not to hRve fuffered, wdiout the ftrongeft re- 
mOTftrancjes to the thronci. le ought to have 
founded the alarm to the whole nation, as it had 
often done on tlungs of in&nitety iefs importance. 
Under pretence of refufdtatingthe antient cm- 
fticunon, the Parliament &w one of the ftroi^^ 
i^s of innovation, and the moft leading in its 
confequences, carried into effect before their 
e^es; and an innovation throt^h the met^m of 
delpocilhi} tliat is, theyfuffer«d the Kill's mi- 
nifters to new model the whole repreftptatidn of 
the Tiers Etatj and, in a great meaiure, tfeat of the 
I - clergy 
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clergy Wo, iod to dfiftroy the afltlent prtypar^ 
tkttis of the orders. Thcfe changej, vriCjuef- 
tionably the King had no right to make; and 
here the Parliaments f^led in their duty, and 
^ong with dicir country, have perifhed by dm 
failure. 

What n number of faulo) ha.ve led to iChts 
multitude (^ mii^fortunes, and alfxit^ -iU- &om 
riijs one fource, that of confidejing qertain ge- 
neral maxims, without attentKiig to circunu 
ftances, to dmes, to places, tp conjunfturcs, 
and tO' ai^tors 1 If we do not attend Icrupuloufly 
to all thefe, the medicine of to-day beconnes the 
poilbn of to-morrow. If aay ipeafutfe was is 
riie abftrad better than another, it was 10 caU 
the ftates— w vifa/alus nKrte»tihus afta.-r-C-er- 
tainly it had the appearance.-^But fee the cqijfe- 
quences of not attendii^g to critical momencsj 
of not regarding the fymptoms which difcrkni- 
ii3ite difea&s, and which diflinguiQi con£tiaidQns» 
com^exions, and humours. 

-~— Max fuerat hoc iprum exitlot furiirqne refefli, 
Ardcbant ; ipfique fiuM, jam morte fub xgra, 
DiCndiz nndii luUbant dmtibiM utuc. 

Thus die potion which was given to flrengijKs 

tin conftitutioa« to heal i^vilions, and to conl- 

pofc 
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pofe tfw nunds of men, became the lource of 
detaUty, phrenzy, difcord, aAd utter diflblu- 
tkin. 

Inthis>perhaps>I have anlWered, I think, an- 
odter of your queftions — ^Whether the BritUh • 
conftitution is adapted to your circumftances ? 
"When I prufed the Britifli conftitution, and 
wifhed it to be well ftudied, I did not mean that 
its exterior form and pofidve arrangement Ihould 
become z model for you, or for any people fer- 
vilely to copy. I meant to recommend the 
princes from which it has grown, and the po- 
Ucy on wluch it has been progreflively improved 
out of elements common to you and to us. I 
am iiire it is no viftonary theory of mine. Itis 
not an advice that fulgefts you to the hazard of 
any experiment. I believed the antient princi- 
ples to be wife in all cafes of a large empire 
that would be free. I thought you poflefled 
our principles in your old forms, in as great 
a perfeftion as we did ori^nally. If your 
ftates agreed (as I think they did) with your 
circumftances, they were bcft for you. As you 
had a conftitution formed upon principles ftmilar 
to ours, my idea wasj that you might have im- 
proved them as we 'have done, conforming 
them to the ftatc iM exigencies of the times, ■ 
and 
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■nd dw condinon of property in your couQtr7, 
having the.confervarion of that property, «nd 
the fubftantUl balls of your monarchy, as pna- 
cipal objefts in all your rdbrms. 

I do not advife an Houfe of Lords to you. 
Your anticnt coyrfe by reprcfentatives of the 
Noble0c (in your rircumllances) appears to me 
radier a better inftttutlon. I know, that with 
you, a fct of men of rank hare betrayed thdr 
conftituents, their honour, their truft, their 
Kii^, and their country, and levelled them- 
felves with their footmei], that through^ this de- 
gradation they mig^t afterwards put themlelves 
above their natural equals. Some of thefc 
perfcMis have entert^^ a projed, that in re- 
ward c^ this their black perfidy and corruptioDj 
they may be cholen to g^ve rife to a new order, 
and to eft^hfli themfelves into an Houfc of 
]Lx)rds. Do you dunk that, under the name of 
a Britilh confUtudon, I mean to recommend to 
you fuch Lords, made of fuch kind <^ (luff? 
I do not however include In this defcription aH 
of thofe who are £jnd of Uiis fcheme. 

If you were now to form fuch an Houfc. pf 

Peers, it would bear, in my opinion, but Uttt 

refemblancc to our's in its origin, charafterj.or 

ihe puipofes which it nught anfwcr, at the fytiip 

time. 
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bility. Buc if yoti tac not in a condition to 
frame an Houfe of Lords^ ftill Iffs.arc you ca^ 
pable^ in my opinton, of fniming any thing 
which virtually and fubitantially could be an< 
fwerable (for the purpofes of a ftable, regul^ 
government) to our Houfe of Commons. That 
Houfe is, within itfelf, a much more fubtle and 
'artificial combination of parts and powers, than 
■people are generally aware of. What knits it ra 
^e other membersoftheconftimtioni whatHtsit 
to be at once the great fupport, and the great c6n- 
troul of government j what makes it of fuch 
admirable fervice to that monarchy which, if it . 
limits, it fccures and fe-engthensi would require, 
■a long difcourfe, belonging to the leifure of a 
-contemiJaiive man, not to one whofe duty it -is 
to join in communicating praftically to the people 
the bleflings of fuch a conftitution. ' - ' 

■ Your 'tiers Etat was not in cffeft and fub- 
ftance an Houfe of Commons. You flood in abfo- 
-llute need of fomething clfe to fupply the manifeift 
dcfcfls in fuch a body as your T icFs E tat. On a fober 
and difpafTionate view of your old conflitution, as 
coonefted with all the prefent circumftances, I 
*as fully perfuaded, that the ctown, flanding as 
du^ have ftood (and arc hkety to ftand, if you 
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srctfthave any monarchy at all) was and is inca* 
patde, alone and by itfclf, of holding a juft balance 
between the two orders, an^ at the fame dme of 
e£tc£)ing the interior and exterior gurpofcs of a 
protecting government. !» whofe leading priih 
ciple ttis, in a reformation of the ftate, to nuke ufc 
of e^ing materials, am of opinion, that the re* 
prdentatlcMi of the clergy, as a fepara^e order, 
was an i4iftitytiQn which touched all the orders 
more nearly than any of them Kiuchcd die otherj 
that it was well fitted to coiined ihem ; and to 
hold a place in any wife monarchical common- 
wealth: If I refer you to your original confti- 
cutiofli and think it, as I do, fubftandaUy a good 
one, I do not amufe you in this, more than in 
pther things, with any inventions of mine. A 
certain intemperance of intellect is the difcale ■ 
of thctime, .andtiiefoufceof all its otherdif* 
teles. I will keep myfelf as untainted by it as 
I cah. :Your archite^. build without a foun- 
dation. I would rtadily lend an helping hand co 
any fuperftruAure, whoi once diis is cfleftuaUy 
fecijred — but firft I would fay *oc ira (■*#. 
■ You think, Sir,and you may diink rightly, upon 
die firft view of the theory, that to provide for the 
fcxi^jcncies of ia emfore, fo fituated and fo related 
u that of France, its King ought to be ittvefted 
■ F with 
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widi powers very much fuperior to dio& vrbkh 
the King of England poflcllcs under the leccer of 
pur conftitution. Every degree of power nc- 
ceffeiy to the ftate, and not deftruftivc to the 
rational and moral fi^edom of individuals, ta 
tfiat perlbnal liberty, and perfonal fecurity, 
which contribute fo much to the vigour,- die 
profperky, the happinefs, and the dignity of k 
nation— every degree of power which does not 
jiippofe the total abfence of all control, and aU 
refponfibility on the part of rainiftos,— a King of 
Frwice, m commmi fenfe, ought to pollbfi. But 
whether the.exa£t mcafure of authority, affig^ied 
by die letter t^ die law to the King of Greafi 
Britain, can anfwer to the exterior or interior 
pjrpoJes of the French monarchy, is a point 
which I cannot venture to judge upon. Here, 
both In the power:given> and its limitariom, wtr 
have- ^ways caudoufly felt ova way. The patts 
of our conftitudon have gradually,, ind almoA 
infenfibly, in a long courfe of tiaie, accotnmodatcd 
themlelves to each other, and to their coMtfnoa, 
as well as to dteir feparate purpofes. BiA tlus 
adaptation of contending parts, as it has not beHft 
in ouf's, fo it can never be in your's, or in any 
country, the effeft of a fingle inftantaneous re- 
gulation, and no found heads could ever think of 
doing it in diat meaner. 

• ' . I believiSi 
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I believe. Sir, diat many on the conpnerit al-*- 
togcther miftake the condition of a King of Great 
Briuin. He b a real King, and not an execu- 
tive offieer. If he will not trouble hiiftfelf with 
contertt|)tible details, nor wifli to degrade him^ 
lelf by becoming a pwiy in IjtUe Iquabblesj I 
am fer from fmc, that a King of Great Britaini 
in whatever concerns him as A -Kingj or indeed 
as a radonal' manj who Combines his public in-^ 
tereft with his perfonai fatisfa£lion, does not poflels - 
a more real, foUdj extenfive power, thaii the 
King of France was poffefled df before this 
miferable Revolution. The direft power of the • 
King of England is confiderable. His indirect' 
and far more certain power, is great indeed* 
He ftands in need of nothing towards dignity* 
of nothing towards fplendour.j of nothing t<>^ ■. 
wards authority i of nothing at all towards con- 
fidcration abroad. When was it that a King : 
of England wanted wherewith^ to make him 
refpeftedj courted, or pffhaps even feared in 
every ftMC in Europe ? 

1 am conftandy of opinion, that your flates> 
in three orders, on the footing on which they 
flood in i6i4> were capable of being brougjic 
into a proper and harmonious combina^n with 
royal authority. This conflipation by eftatcs, , 
F 3 wa» 
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■»as the natural, and wily juft rcprefcntadon of 
France. It grew out of the habitual condi- 
tions, relations, and reciprocal cl^ms of men. 
It grew but of the circumftances of the country, 
and Gilt of the ftate of property. The wretched 
fcheme b( your prefent mafters, is not to 
lit the conftitution to the people, but wholly to 
deilirby conditions, to diflblve relations, to change 
die ftate of the nation, and to fubvert property, 
in order to fit their countty to their theory of 
a conftitution. 

Unnl you could make out praftically that 
great work, a combination of oppofing forces, 
" a work of labour long, and cndlefs praife," the 
utmoft caudon ought to have been ufcd in the 
■ reduftioft of the royal power, which alone was 
capable of holding togctfier the compararively 
heterogeneous mafs of your ftates. But at this 
day, all chefe confideradons are unfealbnable. 
T^o what end ftiould we difcufs the limitations of 
royal power ? Your kbg is in prifbn. Why 
IpecuHte on the meafure and ftandard pf liber- 
ty ? I doubt much, very much indeed, whether 
France is at all ripe for liberty oi) any ftandard. 
Men are qualified fw civil liberty, in exaft pro- 
portion to their difpofition to put moral chains 
upon their own sppetitpSi in proportion as their . 
§ '-- ■-- ■. love 
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Iqvc to juftice is above their rapacity; in pro* 
portion as their fpundnefs and f(^iety of umUr» 
llatid|pg is above tbe^* vanity and prefumpcion ; 
in proportion as they are more (lilpofed to Uften 
tj> the coupfels of the wife and good, in pre- 
ference to the flattery of knaves, ^pciety can- 
not exift unlefi a controlling power upon will 
Wld appetite be placed fomcwh^fs, ^nd the lefs 
ef it there is within, the more there muft be 
without. It is ordained in the eternal , con- , 
ftitution of thing?, that men of intemperjite 
minds cannot be &ee. Their p^fllons forge 
their fetters. . 

This (cntei^fe the prevalent part of your 
countrymen execute on themfelves. They ppf- 
fel^ed, npt long fiiice, what was next to ^ee- 
(lom, a mild' paternal monarchy. They de§)iled 
it for its weakn/ffs. They were ofiercd a ^ell- 
poifcd free confUtution. It did not fuit their 
tafte or their temper. They carved for them- 
felves i they flew out, murdered, robbed, and 
rebeyed. They l^ve fucceeded, and put over 
their country an infolent tyranny, made up of 
cruel and inexorable mafters, and that too of a 
defcription hitherto not known in the world. 
The powers and policies by which they have 
(ucceeded^ are not thofe of great ftatefmen, or 
F 3 great 
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great military commandersj but die praiftices of 
tncendiariesi afiaflins, houfebreakers, robbers, 
Iprcaders of falfc news, forgers of felfc orders 
from audiority, and other delinquencies, of which 
ordinary juftice takes cognizance. Accordingly 
the fpirit of their rule is exaftly correfi>ondent 
to the means by which they obcuned it. They 
aft more in the manner of thieves who have 
got poiTelTion (£ an houfe, than of conquerors 
whq have llibdued a nation, 

Pi^jofed to thefe, in appearance, but in ap- 
pearance onIy> is another band, who call them- 
feives the moderate. Thefe, if I conceive righdy 
of thejr conduft, area fetofmenwho approve 
heartily of the whole new conftitudon, butwifc 
to ky heavy on the moft atrocious- of thofe 
crinws, by which -this fine confHtuMon of their's 
has been obtained. They are a fort of people 
. who affeft to proceed as if they 'thought that 
men may deceive without fraud, rob without in- 
juftice, and overturn every thing without vio^ 
lence. They are men who would ufurp the 
governmwit of their country with decency and 
moderation. In h&i they are nothing more or 
better, than men engaged in defperate deCgns, 
with feeble minds. They are not honeft ; they 
are only ineffeftuai and unfyftematic in their 
9 iniquity. 



3t.z.dc^. Google 



( 7- ) 

iniquity. They are pcrfons who want not the 
diipofidons, but the energy and vigour, that is 
neceflary for great evil machinations. They 
find that in iiich defigns they fall at beft into s 
Ibcondary rankj and odicrs take the place and 
lead in ufurpation, which they are not qualified 
Eo obtain or to hold. They envy to their com* 
panions, the natural fruit of their crimes j they 
join to run them down with the hue and cry of 
mankind, which purfues their common ofiehcesj' 
and then hope to mount into their places on the 
credit of the fobriety with which diey tticvr 
themfelves difpoled to carry on what may feem 
inoft plaufible in the mifchievous prcgefts they 
purfue in common. But thefe men naturally are 
ddpifed by thofe who have heads to know> and 
hearts that are able to go through the necefiMy 
demands of bold, wicEed enterprizes. They arc 
naturally cklTed below the latter delcription, and 
will only be u&d by diem as inferior infbuments, 
■ They will be'only the Fidrfixes of your Crom- 
wells. If they ftiean honeftly, why do they noc 
ftrengthen the arms of honeft men, to fupport 
their andent, legale wife, and free government, 
given to them in the fpring of 1788, againft 
the inventions of craft, and the theories of igno- 
rance and foBy ? If they do not, they muft con- 
tinue 
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tinye rfwfcom qf both parties; foipetimes 6k 
tpolj ^medmes the incumbrance of that, whofe 
■yjewf they approve, whofe conduft they de- 
ciy. Thefe people ^re oqly niade to be the 
ffpft qf tyri^pis. They nfver can obtain, or 
opjpravinic^j: frjcedpao. 

Y<ju ^ mc tqo, ivfiethcr tfc hfty? a oojn- 
ipiftpe of refearcl}. No, Sir,— God forbid! It i^ 
^ HCcefTary iiiftrgrjient of tyr^y and ufuija^ 
tjonf a^f^ ^JCrrfp^e I dp not yoi^der that it has 
Iwd ^ early ^ft^^JUlwnenjt lyiji^r yov^ prej^nt 
I-onfc. We do not want k. 
, Ejcufc my length. J have bwn foincmhat 
qccupiedi fince I ;^4s. honpiircji with your letter; 
and I fhquld DOf, h^ve tven able to ^wer it at 
^, but fcr the Jipli^ays, ^yluch havp giy^n me 
ipeans of Cfyoying tl^e leifur* of tlje covw^ry, 
I ^n c^{edtQ duties which { ,am neith^ a^ 
%or TFMiWfi tp evade. I m^ft ,fpon retijfia to 
my o^ conlU^ widi the corruptions and op- 
{jrefiio^s whic^ l^ye previ^i^ ip our eaftern 
dominicms. I muft turn myfelf whplly from 
thoie of I^Vance. _ 

In £ng^and> we tamof work fo hard as French- 
men. Frequent relaication js neceffary to us. 
You are naturally more infenfe in your ^pUca- 
fjon. I did not know dus paijt of yc^ national 
charafter. 
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charaair, until I went into France in 1773. 
Ac prelenti ttns your difpofition to laboor is 
rather enCreafed than leflencd. In your Affem- 
bly you do not allow yourfclves a rcccfS eren oa 
Sundays. We have two days in the week, be- 
ndes the feftivals; and befides Hve or fix months 
of the'fumnner and autumn. This condniied 
unremitted effort of the members of your Af- 
fembly, 1 take to be one among the caufes of 
the mifchief they have done. They who always 
labour, can have no true judgment. You never 
give yourfelves time to cool. You can never 
furvey, from its proper point of fight, the work 
you have finifhed, before you decree its final 
execution. You can never plan the fiiture by 
the paft. You never go into the country, 
foberly and difpaflionately to obferve the efiedl 
of your meafures on their objefts. You can- 
not feel diftindly how far the people are rendered 
better and improved, or more mifer^ble and de- 
praved, by what you have done. You can- 
not fee with your own eyes the fufferings and 
afflidions you caufe. You know them but at 2, 
diftance, on the ftatements of thofe who always 
flatter die rei^iing power, and who, amidft their 
reprefentations of the grievances, inflame your 
piinds 
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minds agunft: thole who arc opprefTed. Thefe Ate 
amongft the efie£h of unrcmicted labour> when 
men exhaull their attcntion> bum out their can- 
dies, and are left in the datk. — Male meortm 
negligea^mt qutm ifierum c^curam dUigentUm, 

fieuonifield, 
Jtnuaiy 19th 1791. 

} have the honor> && 
(Signed) EDMUND BURKE4 
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